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1. Obj ect

The object of the Meeting of Friends in Wales [MFW] is the furtherance of the general
religious and charitable purposes of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Britain,
within Wales, and beyond as set out in paragraph 5.04 of Quaker Faith and Practice (The
book of Christian discipline of the Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers) in Britain) [Governing Document for the MFW]

2. Officers of the Meeting in 2018

Clerks: Catherine James and (from 1 Jan 2019) Tricia Jones

Clerk of Trusteesfrank L Brown (to 31 Dec 2018), Deborah Rowlands (from 1 Jan 2019, app
trustee 30 Jun 2018)

Treasurer and Trusteévartin J Hughes

Other Trustees:Jeff Beatty (app 23 Feb 2019), Gordon Blackburn (app 1 Jan 2019), Peter Davies
(until 31 Dec 2018), Huw Meredydd Owen (app 1 Jan 2019), David Utting [to 31.10.18]

Administrator: Jules Montgomery admin@quakersinwales.org.uk

IndependentVerifier of Accounts:leff Nagle

Bank: CAF Bank Ltd., 25, Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4)Q

3. Governance

Meeting of Friends in Wales (MFW) is part of Britain Yearly Meeting, (BYM), and has national
responsibilities on its behalf within Wales. Its Governing Document was adopted on 27" February,
2010. Its membership consists of all Friends [Quakers] who are living or worshipping in Wales. Its
work is carried out by Friends appointed, and its employed administrator. Trustees and other
officers of the Meeting are appointed by MFW in session, on the recommendation of its
nominations committee, generally for a three year triennium. Day sessions are normally held
three times each year, and are publicised widely. They provide occasions for nurture, witness and
fellowship, as well as time to reflect and make decisions together. In all its activities, the Meeting
has adhered to its Data Protection Policy, and has been mindful of the new General Data
Protection Regulations (GDPR) which came into operation during the year. We are conscious of
our responsibilities to protect confidentiality and to follow good practice. Our administrator
received appropriate training.

Trustees met in June and October, and also on two occasions jointly with the Wales Focus Group
(see below).

Last year’s report referred to the difficulty in finding Friends to share the clerking roles, this
continued during 2018, but additional Friends have been appointed to serve in 2019. The extra
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hours worked by our administrator which came into effect this year, have enabled us to carry out
our functions more effectively.

In February, trustees and focus group picked up suggestions made during our 25 year anniversary
meeting during 2017, on the future direction and patterns of work for MFW. This group met twice
during 2018, and carried out an electronic survey over the summer months. A number of concrete
suggestions were agreed at the October meeting. More detailed suggestions on governance
arrangements will be presented to the first meeting in 2019. These suggestions include greater use
of video and phone conference to reduce long distances travelled to committee meetings, and car
sharing where possible to address the BYM commitment to sustanability.

During the year the year our records and archives up to 2010, were handed to the archivist who
started to make arrangements to place these with the National Library of Wales.

4.  Report of work carried out in 2018

The public benefit served by the meeting is in promoting the religious and charitable purposes of
Britain Yearly Meeting in Wales and beyond. It carries out this work under the five headings set
out in 5.04/5.05 of Quaker faith and practice {5 Edition] being the document of governance
which regulates the organisational life of BYM, where the responsibilities are defined.

i) Promoting the spiritual life and witness in Wales, facilitating contact between Friends
of all ages, and opportunities for mutual gyort for those with special
responsibilities.

MFW, in session, continued its previous pattern of a mix of business and themed
topics, which included Friends talking about their particular Quaker work in Wales.
These included :-
9 Avrepeat of the 2017 National Eisteddfod lecture by Huw Meredydd Owen
A talk about Money for Madagascar by Theresa Haine
Ben Pink Dandelion,onad ¢ KS { GFGS 2F 2dzNJ { 20ASGe¢
Ruth Moore Williams sharing her experience as a prison chaplain

= =4 4 =2

Gethin Evans talking about his research about Quaker involvement in World
War 1

 Information about the plans for the historic Meeting House at The Pales, near
Llandrindod Wells

Calon — our newsletter — has been published 3 times during the year, under its new
editorship, and continues to be a valuable information source for those who are not
able to attend sessions in person.

i) Representing BYM in Wales
We continue to play a significant part in the central ecumenical work of Cytlin. We
nominate a Friend to serve on the Cyt(in Board of Trustees, and its finance committee,
and have representatives on both the Racial Justice Network and the Laser Group
which draws together the Social Policy Officers of Churches in Wales. Our Focus Group
helps the meeting to determine when it is appropriate to speak out on behalf of



i)

iv)

v)

Friends. Last year a submission was made to the Welsh Government consultation on
the use of reasonable chastisement in the home, with support from the BYM
parliamentary engagement officer and the Cyt(in Policy Officer.

Communication with associated Area Meetings in Wales

e MFW continues to appoint a support advocate to coordinate the Area Meeting
Children and Young Peoples Advocates

e Contact Lists are supplied to essential users, permission being obtained at a local
level, to comply with the GDPR introduction this year.

Responding to issues on living in a bi-lingual society, and outreach in Wales.
CytGn’s presence at the National Eisteddfod in Cardiff had assistance from various Friends,
and Jane Harries [Bridgend] gave the annual lecture — reviewing Wales’ peace heritage
since World War 1.

At the Royal Welsh Agricultural Show at Lianelwedd, our presence was hugely welcomed
within the Cyt(n pavilion, but we continue to ask how we can achieve a distinctive Quaker
contribution at these events.

For a second year, Quakers in Wales provided volunteers to the Hay Literary Festival, and
ensured that bilingual materials were available for distribution when appropriate, at a
stand organised by Quaker Life from Friends House.

Use of the simultaneous translation service at MFW sessions has increased, which reflects
Welsh speakers feeling more comfortable using their first language. Those who speak
Welsh have supported the professional translator to understand Quaker jargon and ways
of working.

Our resources group works with staff at Friends House on bilingual and Welsh language
posters, leaflets and banners. These resources have been useful especially in witness
opportunities such as the Armed Forces Day demonstration in Colwyn Bay and the
Eisteddfod. We are working with the associated area meetings and staff at Friends House
to ensure funding for the translation of the Peace Week for Schools Pack.

Representing Wales to Britain Yearly Meeting

e We continue to be represented at Meeting for Sufferings, and other relevant
bodies, and receive feedback on important issues in our sessions. We sent a minute
to Meeting for Sufferings at our October Meeting. Our clerk attended the Area
Meeting Clerks’ Conference as an opportunity both for networking and ensuring
that the Welsh voice was heard.

e work towards a Memorandum of Understanding between BYM and MFW focussed
this year on work towards a Welsh Language Policy, and a paper in cultural
differences with Wales was progressed through meetings between staff at Friends
House and MFW representatives.

Signed D@B;{ZL” I(u Date: ,Z'ﬁ_"lc)

Deborah Rowlands Clerk of Trustees




Financial Review — 2018

Overview

2018 ended with a General Fund surplus of £1021 (2017 £1371) rather than break even. This is mostly due
to slippage in plans to upgrade the website; work is ongoing and expected to be completed in 2019.

The overall surplus was £1626, including designated and restricted funds.

Receipts
Britain Yearly Meeting’s annual grant is the main source of funding £11,452 (2017 £11,173) for
administrative, translations and other costs.

The area meetings covering Wales, in whole or part, contributed £3,029 (2017 £2,745) to MFW, calculated
as £5.25 (2017 £5.25) per adult member living or worshipping in Wales.

MFW is collecting contributions from area meetings towards translation costs for the ‘Peace Week’ pack for
schools. During 2018 £500 was received from South Wales and shown in the accounts as a restricted fund.

Payments
Overall payments for 2018 increased to £13,710 (2017 £12,547), including £490 on training.
Investments:

MFW has no investments. Its funds are held in a CAF Bank current account. (CAF Bank currently does not
offer an ethical option.)

Risk assessment

MFW has no property assets. Meetings are held in the Quaker meeting houses of the area meetings and in
hired premises. We take reasonable care on health and safety matters following guidance from the hirers.
The contract of employment covers the health and safety of the employee. For relevant events we ask that
all volunteers working with children and young people have DBS checks in their local meetings, according to
their area meeting policy.

MFW insurances for 2018 were with Ansvar Insurance, through brokers Arthur J Gallagher, including cover
for our public and employer liabilities. Insurance from 4 February 2019 is with Aviva Insurance Limited
through David Edwards Insurance Brokers Ltd for a reduction in premium with better cover.

Financial policy: The Treasurer’s guidance notes set out procedures for budgeting and accounting, the
issuing of cheques and the approval of expenditure. We confirm that these procedures have been complied
with in the current year.

Reserves policy:

The Trustees have agreed a policy on reserves maintaining adequate funds to cover expenditure pending

income receipt, plus a contingency to cover a year’s expenditure and to enable the organisation of future
major events such a residential weekend and to cover any unforeseen costs.

.......... AN

.LMartin Hughes, Treasurer
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RECEI PTS AND PAYMENTS for t he
Gene Desi g! Retsri « -
Func Fund Fund 201¢ 2017
f f f f f
Receipts
Donations and | e
British Yearly Meeting grant 11,452 11,452 11,173
Area Meeting contributions 3,029 3,029 2,745
Individual contributions 250 250 -
Charitable actiwv
Publications &resources — book sales 105 105 92
Peace education project 500 500 -
Tot al receipts 14, 7 10 500 15, ¢ 14, (
Payments
Charitable actiwv
Administrator 6,813 6,813 6,555
Administration office 260 260 300
Administration expenses 1,445 1,445 1,117
Printing 304 304 405
Quaker Life Representative 245 245 210
Committee expenses 135 135 129
Insurance 537 537 562
Bank charges 60 60 60
Translation — Written 361 361 441
Translation - Simultaneous 1,207 1,207 1,037
Speaker expenses 72 72 21
Room hire - - 125
Events 25 25 -
IT equipment 230 230 -
Website and IT 133 133 251
Publications & resources 508 508 449
Calon newsletter 885 885 885
Training 490 490 -
Totpaly ment s 13,7 - - 13, 7 12, ¢
Net receipts/ (pa 1,0 10 50 1,6 1, 4




Current Assets
CAF Bank

Cash
Total charity assets

Charity Funds
Balance b/f
Surplus/(Deficit)
Total charity funds

BALANCE SHEET — as at 31 December 2018

General Designated Reserve
Fund Fund Fund caies "~

£ E £ £ £
17,227 16,101
0 0
17,227 16,101
15,007 1,094 16,101 14,638
1,021 105 500 1,626 1,463
16,028 1,199 500 17,727 16,101

Deborah Rowlands, Clerk of Trustees surer

Notes to the Accounts

Martin Hughles

a) Accounting policies: Basis of accounting - These accounts have been prepared on a receipts and
payments basis and follow the Charities Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP): Accounting and
Reporting by Charities (FR$102).

Receipts and payments - Contributions, grants and other income are all treated as receipts for the year
in which they are received and expenditure is treated as payments for the year in which made.

b) Charity funds and movement of funds: The movement of funds is set out below, including the
designated Outreach Fund, (funded from book sales receipts) and the restricted fund for Peace

education.
Funds Bal b/f Received Payments Net Bal c/f
£ £ £ P £

General Fund 15,007 14,731 13,710 1,021 16,028
Designated 1,094 105 - 105 1,199
Qutreach Fund

Restricted 500 500 500
Peace education

Total 16,101 15,336 13,710 1,626 17,727

c) Debtors and Creditors: As these accounts are prepared on a Receipts and Payments basis, debtors
and creditors are not reflected in the balance sheet. At the start of the year end there were no
substantial debtors or creditors.

d) Property: There are no property assets.



Independent Verification

The Charity’s Governing Document (Section 19 (i)) requires that: ‘The trustees shall ensure that an
annual report and statement of accounts for Meeting of Friends in Wales is prepared in compliance
with current charities legislation’.

The Charity Commission’s Charity reporting and accounting: the essentials March 2016 (CC15c¢)
guidance states that, ‘only those charities with gross income of more than £25,000 in their financial
year are required to have their accounts independently examined or audited - below that threshold,
an external scrutiny of accounts is only needed if it is required by the charity’s governing
document’.

This charity’s overall gross income for 2018 was £15,336, so there is no statutory or governing
document requirement for independent examination. However the figures have been
independently verified as a matter of good practice by Jeff Nagle without charge (appointed by
MFW2019.07).

Independent Verifier’s Statement

| confirm that | have verified the figures in the charity’s accounts, without carrying out an
independent examination or audit.

In carrying out my work | have identified no matters which | consider should be brought to the
attention of the trustees or Meeting of Friends in Wales members.

Signed: 6 ..... <.... Jeff Nagle Date: '0‘6((9

Address: Bryn Melyn, Trawsfynydd, Blaenau Ffestiniog, Gwynedd LL41 4UF



